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THE WHITE HOUSE 


Aq 'ON 



WASHINGTON 

—5grTnTrT-/H A T? V A N 

J 

Wednesday, November 13, 1968 — 11:30 a. m. 


Mr* President: 


Yon will have noted that Thanh (Saigon Foreign Minister) asked for 
a U. S. public statement on five points: 

11 (A) Reconnaissance flights, (B) the shelling of cities, (C) the 
claim of the NL.F to have been 1 invited, 1 (D) the DRV claim that we 
have agreed to a four-sided conference, (E) violations of the DMZ. n 

Herewith a proposed 12 noon briefing statement for McCloseky at State 
covering these points* 


Katzenbach and Bundy believe a quick positive response on these 
matters -- which give us no pain -- might be helpful in the wake of 
yesterday T s earth tremor at the Pentagon. 



Statement approved 
No 


Call me 



P. S. Bill Bundy has just raised by telephone the question of whether this 
statement might not have somewhat greater impact if it were issued in the 
name of the Acting Secretary Mr. Katzenbach rather than simply dropped 
by the 1 ‘Departmental spokesman. 11 

Nick okay_ 


Departmental spokesman 

No_ 

Call me 
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; In the course of the last few days, a number of points 

I 

j have been raised concerning the representation arrangements 

4 

I 

! for th© new P&ris ittcctings* &nd concerning tiillitery. ectione 

j 

* 

both by the US and by the other side. These points have 
! chiefly been raised in statements and claims by North Viet- 

namese representatives. It is important now to set the 

i 

i record straight. 

* 

1. First, with respect to the representation arrangements, 

; our proposal to the North Vietnamese representatives started 

\ 

with the basic proposition that there must be agreed provision 

i 

| f or ' & delegation representing the Republic of Viet-Nam, on 

j our side of the meeting. In making this proposal, we said 

t 

• that the North Vietnamese might bring with them whomever they 

i . 

| wished on their side of the table.. 

The North Vietnamese eventually accepted the inclusion 

of the Republic of Viet-Nam on our side, with the understand¬ 
ing that this would be as a delegation in its own right. For 
their part, the North Vietnamese said that representatives 
of the so-called National Liberation Front would be present. 

This was and is the sole arrangement concerning representa¬ 
tion. It is an arrangement reached on the basis of two sides, 
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* 

and this is the way we continue to regard it. I spell it 

/ 

out in detail, because it refutes clearly the claims being 
made by North Vietnamese representatives that what we agreed 
to was in terms of a "four-party conference." 

The National Liberation Front will be present only as 
Hanoi’s choice. As the President has made absolutely clear, 
the presence of the NLF in no way involves recognition of 
the Front in any form. We do not consider the NLF to be 
an independent entity in any sense; the facts are clear that 
it is an organization controlled by Hanoi. 
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2. I turn now to the question of reconnaissance opera- 

• ; 

tions ov er North Vietnam. The Department of Defense has 
already made clear that we are continuing reconnaissance 
. operations as required. What I have to add concerns the 
diplomatic background and particularly the daim that is 
being expressed or implied by North Vietnamese representatives, 

that the continuation of these operations in any way violates 

* 

the understandings that had been reached prior to the 
bombing cessation. 

The facts are simple. The activities that we undertook 
to stop were bombardment of all types, and all other acts 
involving the use of force. This precise phrase was used 
repeatedly with the North Vietnamese, and was accepted and 
used by them. We do not look upon reconnaissance as an act 
involving the use of force. 

3. Lastly, I refer to Secretary Clifford's remarks of 
yesterday concerning military action in or near the DMZ, and 
the situation with respect to indiscriminate attacks on major 

cities ii the South. 

In the latter area, we are following foe situation very 

closely indeed, and X have nothing to add at this time. 

DMZ, 

In respect to the KSK, however, I wish to emphasize 
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the extremely serious view we take o£ the now-verified 
instances since November 9 in which North Vietnamese forces 
fired on Allied fc roes south of the DMZ from positions within 
the DMZ. Our representatives in Paris have brought this 
situation forcefully to bhe attention of the North Vietnamese. 
As the pjssident and Secretary Clifford have made clear, our 
position is that the talks cannot take place and continue on a 

serious basis if the DMZ is abused. 



COPY LBJ LIBRARY 











